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Abstract: Functional neurological disorder (FND) is a common and disabling disorder, often misunderstood by clinicians.
Although viewed sceptically by some, FND is a diagnosis that can be made accurately, based on positive clinical signs,
with clinical features that have remained stable for over 100 years. Despite some progress in the last decade, people
with FND continue to suffer subtle and overt forms of discrimination by clinicians, researchers and the public. There is
abundant evidence that disorders perceived as primarily affecting women are neglected in healthcare and medical
research, and the course of FND mirrors this neglect. We outline the reasons why FND is a feminist issue, incorporating
historical and contemporary clinical, research and social perspectives. We call for parity for FND in medical education,
research and clinical service development so that people affected by FND can receive the care they need.
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SESSION CHAIR

PROF PRIMAVERA SPAGNOLO
Harvard Medical School, USA

Panel Expert Panel Expert

Prof Mark Edwards, ! i Prof Dr Med. Selma Aybek,
King's College London { - University of Fribourg, Switzerland

Mark Edwards (MBBS, BSc (Hons), PhD,
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London and Honorary Consultant
Neurologist at The Maudsley and King’s
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program dedicated to the understanding of the
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